
Development of Sounds 
 

The following outlines the age at which 75% of Australian children produce sounds correctly 
in single words (Kilminster and Laird, 1978). The child should say all sounds up to and including 
their age. If they are not producing one or more of these sounds, they would benefit from a 
Speech Pathology Assessment. 
 

Age Sound Example 
3 years □ m 

□ n 
□ h 
□ p 
□ ng 
□ w 
□ d 
□ t 
□ y 
□ b 
□ g 
□ k 
 

mum 
no 
hat 
pig 

finger 
wet 
dog 

teddy 
yes 

baby 
go 
cat 

3 ½ years 
 

□ f fish 

4 years □ l 
□ sh 
□ ch 
 

light 
ship 

chair 

4 ½ years □ s 
□ z 
□ j 
 

sun 
zoo 

jump 

5 years 
 

□ r rabbit 

6 years □ v 
□ consonant 

blends 
(2+ consonants 
together) 
 

van 
tree 
blue 

green 

8 years 
 

□ th (voiced) this 

8 ½ years 
 

□ th (voiceless) thumb 

 
 


